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AQUACULTURE 
IMPROVEMENT PROJECTS: 
DRIVING CHANGE BEYOND 
THE FARM LEVEL
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Aquaculture improvement projects aim to make positive, regional-scale 
changes in the sector and have resulted in some notable successes, such 
as the formation of the Hainan Tilapia Sustainability Alliance.

Market-based and non-state governance approaches � in the form of eco-certi�cations 
� have emerged as valuable and widely accepted ways to address sustainability issues 
within the aquaculture sector. However, these standards tend to exclude producers 
with limited resources. Excluding salmon farming, the overall percentage of aquaculture 
production certi�ed or adhering to these standards remains a fraction of the total volume 
produced. Most certi�cation schemes tend to focus on improving farm-level practices and 
do not address the cumulative impacts of multiple farms and the shared risks they are 
subject to. 














